NIFR Fixed Wing Overview Flight Update

Up to and including July 31, 2005

Fort Nelson and North Eastern B.C. (July 6-16, 2005)

The Fort Nelson area was flown between July 8 and July 15.  The original plan was to fly with one crew on July 6 and map on the way north while the second crew drove up.  Poor weather prevented flying and the entire crew drove up that day.  Poor weather prevented the planes from arriving until the evening of July 7.

Productivity was poor compared with 2004 and the number of mapsheets completed down significantly from the previous year.  Weather affected the ability to fly most days, with only a few hours being completed each day between rain showers, thunderstorms and fog.  Conditions flown in were less than ideal and this may have affected to a small extent the ability to identify forest health factors.

Mapsheets completed:

94N 1-4
94F 2,4

94O 1-4
94G 1-4

94P 1-4
94B 2

94K 1-4
94A 1

94J 1,2,4
93P 3,4 (partially completed with Joan)

94I 1-4

In general, there was little pest activity noted in the northeast.  Area infested by Tortrix was down significantly compared to previous years; this is due partly to an early spring and earlier insect development.  Ground checks in stands where the insect was identified from the air, had close to 30 cm of new shoot growth that masked earlier defoliation.  Eastern spruce budworm was identified in only one location, an area that showed severe defoliation in 2004 as well.  The insect was not identified elsewhere.  Redbelt damage was widespread throughout the Northern Rockies and foothills areas.  Ground checks were carried out to confirm defoliation species around Fort Nelson and along Hwy 97 towards Liard Hot Springs.  Ground checks were also carried out at Steamboat Hill, west of Fort Nelson to identify red belt damage.  Samples were given to Ken White in Smithers for identification.   Another interesting phenomenon noted this year was suspected defoliation of aspen around the edges of aspen patches otherwise surrounded by muskeg.  Interiors of these “island patches” were green and healthy.  Ground checks were impossible, but it was noted along the highway west of Fort Nelson that birch typically grows along the edges of these aspen islands (I recall it is more adapted to poorer nutrient muskeg soils) and this was a heavy year for catkin development.  A suspected birch leave minor patch investigated turned out to be a tree loaded with yellow catkins after it was cut down.  We are unsure whether we should ignore all our IDX calls in aspen in the muskeg?  Again, there will be a significant drop in defoliation from 2004.

Crew in Fort Nelson included:  Jason Pope, Michelle Murray, Mary Robinson and Dave Nakashoji.  Two aircraft were utilized from Guardian Aerospace of Vanderhoof – a Cessna 172 with Mike Schoeman as pilot and a Cessna 182 with Tom McCormack as pilot.  Total hours flown equaled 109.10 hours.   A large jump in hours compared to 2004 due to many back and forth trips from Fort Nelson to survey areas because of weather.  The area was not completed necessitating a return visit (see below).

Fort St. John (July 19-24, 2005)

Six days in Fort St. John and 1.5 days flying!  One crew was sent to Fort St. John in an attempt to complete the Northeast section of the province.   Heavy smoke (from a fire in NWT?) prevented flying one day due to poor visibility and rain, thunderstorms and fog prevented flying all other days.  The crew was asked to return home July 24 as costs were becoming prohibitive to the contract with no productivity.  

Mapsheets partially completed included:

93P 1,2

94H 1

Mapsheets completed included 93P 3 and 4, the remaining areas to be flown from when Joan Westfall was up to perform an audit / training.  A lot more IBM was noted to the south when these sheets were completed, most in high elevation, inaccessible areas.  It appears there has not been a significant movement north from 2004, rather just in-filling in areas already infested.

Crew in Fort St. John included Mary Robinson and Dave Nakashoji.  One aircraft was utilized, the Cessna 182 with Tom McCormack as pilot.  Hours flown totaled 8.2.

Vanderhoof # 1 (July 20-22, 2005)

Three days were spent in Vanderhoof – one day rained out and the other two flying.  Flying occurred in the main beetle zone south of Vanderhoof.

Mapsheets partially completed included:

93F 1-4

A ground check was carried out on July 20 to confirm the presence of mountain pine beetle in what was a beautiful spaced and pruned plantation near Kenney Dam.   Pictures taken and will be forwarded to Joan Westfall.  In much of the main beetle zone south of Vanderhoof, it has been noted that the beetle are now moving into younger age classes (often very severe) including older plantations.  This is similar to what has been reported in the Quesnel District.

Crew in Vanderhoof included Jason Pope and Michelle Murray.  One aircraft was utilized, the Cessna 172 with Mike Schoeman as pilot.  Hours flown totaled 14.6.

Vanderhoof # 2 (July 25-29, 2005)

Mapsheets partially completed:

93I 1-2

Mapsheets completed:

93O 1-4

93I 3-4

93J 1-4

93K 2,4

93F 1-4

93G 1,2

93H 1

A somewhat more productive week, a good portion of the main beetle zone between McBride to Burns Lake and north to Mackenzie was flown.  The main pest species was IBM, of course, and little other pests noted.  Aspen defoliation was down significantly from 2004 especially north and northeast of Prince George.  There has been a movement northward of beetle towards Mackenzie, but not as dramatic as I would have guessed.  It appears the beetle are heaviest just north of Hwy 16 in terms of attacking older timber and to the south, doing their part to annihilate the younger age classes.   Areas along the SIFR boundary (especially Tweedsmuir) have dropped off to T to no beetle – everything is dead and the landscape is grey, having the appearance of being burned.  

No 2-Year Cycle budworm has been noted to date, but there is still area to be flown around Tchentlo Lake and to the west.  There are fairly large areas of spruce mortality noted from the infestation surveyed in 2003.   Quite a bit of blowdown has been noted west of Fort St. James and south of Stuart Lake as well from the blowdown event last fall.  

Crew in Vanderhoof this week included:  Jason Pope, Michelle Murray, Mary Robinson and Dave Nakashoji.  Both Guardian aircraft were utilized, Mike Schoeman in the Cessna 172 and Tom McCormack in the Cessna 182.  Hours flown totaled 59.4.

